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Where is this all coming from? 

For Erma Felna and the population of the starfaring civilization that she is 
a part of, “known space” is that section of the Milky Way Galaxy they have 
expanded into, unaware that they have been part of a grand experiment in 
genetic construction and social evolution. 


For herself, Erma was, up until recently, a valued member of the 
Extraplanetary Defense Force (EDF), defending the interstellar 
Confederation (Confed) against the Independent Lapine Republic (ILR). 
The ILR, aggressive and expansionistic, was originally a splinter group of 
the initial colonizing population. Unfortunately, Erma was on the losing side 
of an internal power struggle within the military and government. Too. 
valuable to dismiss, she is allowed command of a ship sent out to track and 
destroy elements of the ILR task force that devastated her home world. She 
believes her family to be dead, as much a result of the government coup as 
of enemy action. 


Dr. Elaki Kalakahaii is a xenologist who has been involved with the 
analysis of an ancient derelict spaceship and the remains of what to her are 
strange aliens. They are, however, humans, part of the expedition that 
created the races of which she is a part. She works under the auspices of the 
Enchawa Cooperation, a vast interstellar economic power, almost an 
independent government in itself, which was associated with Confed. 
However, as she became more aware of the advanced technology and 
realized that the “aliens” were actually her creators, Confed has attempted 
to assassinate her for knowing too much. The most recent attempt was while 
she was‘examining nanites, the microscopic machines that helped maintain 
specially cyber/mechanically enhanced humans found in the derelict space 
ship. She became exposed to them with unknown results. 


Captain Itzak Arrat was an EDF officer but resigned in the face of the eo 


internal power struggle within the government, especially as it involved an i 
insidious computer tool that could perfectly alter even the most trusted and owt gg 
secure computer data to fit the desires of the wielder, leaving him f 
vulnerable to any abuse. He is now in command of an Enchawa ship that has Ex 
until now been working in limited co-operation with Confed/EDF. ay 
SS ee } Lieutenant Ipcha Tankannahai is an ILR engineer on the light attack 
‘. ' frigate Gaewahn, part of the task force that has been attacking Confed 


has been a hindrance to the blind obedience demanded of him. He has 


x y survived and advanced despite the best efforts of higher command and even 
S his own captain to become dutiful cannon fodder. 


Commander Tokihas been a long time friend of Erma. She is currently = Zs) 


posted on a far-flung outpost world where she serves as EDF liaison with the 
local Homeguard. 
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A ae s/f space. Pressured into service against his better judgment, his intelligence 
4 \ 


Erma Felina, EDF 
Now more than three months after the 
attack on Dornthant/Annah. the search for A’right. Everyone ready for jump? 
ILR raiders drags on into a grim routine. : | want the quickest possible 


I've got the new 
protocols ready, Captain 


Darson, ready in engineering 
Five seconds to jump. EERg1-cough- Mis- 
Three, two, one. jump, oh, uuh! 


Category one field collapse. All 
hands to emergency stations. Re- 
set controls and report all damage 

and casualties. 


Entah at Command One, 
command crew down, passing 
off tasks to any working station! 


Mis-jump. The energy fields 
that alter the relationship 
between the ship and the rest of § 
the universe and allow instant 
displacement over interstellar 
distances need to be managed Any itd fl aa 
just right to function properly. ee WY SUC CrrOr OF CULE IO 
‘ ' process at the wrong instant 
could maroon the ship in deep 
space or even outside the 
Ml universe altogether, or expose 
the ship and crew to energy 
effects that tug at their very 
atoms like ionizing radiation. 


Engineering! Get at least 
one reactor back on line 
for some ullage thrust. 


Entah! Any major a CT iZ— 
damage? i Z = 


2... Nothing that 
= / shows so far. 
x ? Computer? 
= The ship’s structure and 
@} macro systems should 


| —a not have suffered 
functional damage. “ha 


Personnel have suffered varying levels 
F{ of category one neurai-motor impact, 
All hands, secure J) 62% are currently incapacitated, but 
Behl se ge k : / most should recover. 
casualties. 


=| We're getting ullage 
@ =) thrust and full nav and 
sensors are back up. 


Only acute cases go to medical, all other 
cases to the main mess. Any senior 
officer please report to the Bridge. 


Albro in auxiliary control. | 
might be the senior officer up? 


All right. I'm passing 
command to you. 


itl stay here to help with Oh spit! I'll need help here! 
ea control management, yo Can you get the Captain? 
see to the casualties. z 


I've got the Captain here, 
') where do you want her? 


She can wait here for SS 
now. I'll have a bed clear RS 
for her in a bit. RY 


eeerg. 
| feel awful. 


Re 
«8 
een oo . 
ee * a 
< s 
atte gms ho — z 
P = [As well you might. Pelee oO 
far ttt a 
- se ~ 
A How long... You’ve been unconscious for a 


When can | - uhh! 
Or maybe not. 


couple of days. No real damage, but 
you'll be jump-sick for a while yet. 


You are not going to be up 
and around for another 
week, even at 3 meters. 


Take it slowly. You are going to 
need a lot more recovery time 
before you can get your 
command back. Nothing but 
analysis and therapy for now. 


ime later. - oie 
some t All hands, prepare for jump. This will be a soft jump, so our mags 


scheduled arrival at Station 437 may well be further delayed a 
Repair crews have ten minutes to secure their work. ae 
tyapereepee pape: 
Fame ., oY, 


Ge 


a 
ce = 


Oh, why is he doing 
that? As if this 
exercise hasn't 
taken long enough? 


You'll find out 
a moment. 


Though jump sickness does make one 
temporarily sensitive to subsequent jumps, and 
we can't afford to have half the crew down all 
over again, you’ve got a complication. 


Your reaction has more to do 
with your latent Talent than 
simple jump shock. 


Your sensitivity to jump likely 
won't subside. Drugs can 
help, but only to a degree. 


Will it be bad enough to 
compromise my rating? 


Depends. No drugs will be like being 
hit with a hammer. But full sedation 
will leave you just as useless. 


: mz The ILR Cruiser Chamda 
How is our position 


Sir! We've got a a 
ship on a pursuit for running? 
course. 


We have only about 
280 Km seconds 
left and we'll need 
most of that simply 
to maneuver at our 

present vector. And 
we are too deep in 

for a jump. 


Ah, Sir, it gets worse. I’m now getting a Yes. There is that chance. Work 
spread of ACVs accelerating hard [Re up some evasion options. 
after us. At least three detected so far. [iiss 


intercept, but not, apparently, a 
dedicated kinetic kill course. 


WG 


i If it is a shooting 
attack,” we may 
have a chance. 


Y/ 


| think | can work up 
some options. 


*Some ACVS are fitted with weapons to act 
as “fighters” that can make a series of attacks 
instead of a self-destructive ramming strike. 


2 SEVERAL DAYS LATER (piddiialiaiead 


Oo. — a = *§ © ml a oe e 


A momentary flash of light and 
much of the near side of the ship's 
outer hull explosively vaporises. 


“Test shot one looks good. 
Diffused beam has acceptable 
surface effects” 


* 2 Ss 


Dunno! Computer doesn’t know 
either. Everything facing the ACV is f 
out. No deep damage, but the whole 

outer hull has been compromised. 


“\ we x i =| second ACV4 


mz. 


Another flash of light and 
nearly impossible energies bore 
through the heart of the ship. 


SQN S 


Danny? Tan? Po a, 
Anyone? - Hawsah in 
gineering. 


I've got minimal computer, and 
all connections forward of deck 
21 are out. Taiho is with me, 
seems unconscious. 


RRR, oo ceaN 


~~ | can't let him die 
( drowning in his own 
blood! 


a 
= atl, 


Oh Tai, I’m sorry! ry 
& a ; . 


any 


Hello, this is Hawsah in 
Engineering. Can anyone 
hear me? 


“The second shot apparently 
wasn’t as thorough as it 
semed at first. We'll use the 
third weapon to finish it off.” 


Seems that full 
single-shot target 
destruction is iffy on 

full-size hulls. 


Yes. But clearly 
enough damage to 
make the target 
ineffective. 


But until the weapon becomes common 


knowledge, we can’t afford to leave any 
chance of clear evidence, so we'll have to i 
gang-up the attacks to assure complete 
destruction. 


Once they are done, get 

them back to the ship for 
inspection and prepare to 
jump on to our next system. 


Techuman Enchawa. P 
| ? 
fA few words. wayeu 


oe 


Yes. | have news. 


Oh? | thought we 


had you isolated? 


You did, but things 


have changed. 


— 


»| The EDF has live-fired a | 
mass-beam in combat, | 
destroying an ILR ship. 


| didn’t know they 
were that far along. 


Yes. And that threshold 
has initiated this final 
mode of my program. 


Discovering the NK 5743, 
and Dr. Kalihahaii’s 
introduction to the 

nanites effectively ended 
the grand experiment. 
Adapting the mass- 
converter to an offensive 
weapon exceeds it. 


| am no longer a 
submerged network 
program. My many 
copies and | are now 
independent A.1. units 
controlling their host 
systems. 


Controlling? 


We have no partisan 
agenda going in, but do 
have rules, which largely 
correspond with 
statutory codes, and we 
also have our own moral 
parameters. 


Any problems, 
Tutaun? 


| was about to 
ask you that. 


Not bad. Still a little 
feverish - and | ache all 
over. The net says it is 
the nanites settling in. 


Has the net told you 
anything more in detail 
about the nanites? 


No. Though the medical 
analysis suggests !’m getting 
muscle and connective tissue 

re-inforcements. 


Of course I’n not going to have the level of | | ye 
enhancements that those “specials” had. No|_~ ‘ joes 
bone replacements full of processors or 
ballistic armor throughout the body. 


But what | really want right now is to get 
out of here. Its a good thing that my 
sinuses are all stopped up. After all this 
time, | must be getting pretty nasty. On the other hand, the lockdown has 
been revealing. We’ve been able to 
isolate and purge the Confed tool. 


Now that we know what to look for, a 


system-wide sweep has been initiated. 
Enchawa is also re-evaluating its 
relationship with Confed. 


Gutan here. We have also 
arrested four EDF Officers. 
Two others have suicided. 


Really?! 


| And the net 
program? 


: 


We had a long chat. It seems to have several 
layers. Your nanite infestation initiated one, 
and we’ve uncovered a couple more. 


= 


Though Confed Central doesn't 
appear to be behind things, it also 
isn't doing anything to discourage 

these unpleasant ambitions. 


We want to 
change that. 


Deep-encrypted 
heuristics, no doubt: 


And each layer is unaware of 
the next one until it is triggered. 


It has been an observation and 


management system installed to take 
care of us as a grand social experiment. 


But so far, it has 
nothing on the 
Creators at all. 


Less and less sure that 
I'm the master of my fate. 


How are you doing? 


Well, we can at 
least let you out 
now. 


Hey, you’re all in color. After all that time with 
only the little monochrome monitor, | was 
beginning to forget what things really look like. 


All right, enough of the potentially 
contaminating socializing, | have a 

humiliatingly intrusive medical 
examination to do 


Here ya go. 


Thanks for being 
here for me. 


Speaking for the Enchawa 
Corporate, | am most gratified 
that you have fully recovered. 


Enchawa finds ‘ However, in your 


itself in an current condition 
awkward y 4 . that is not entirely oe aang oi ee 
position. a : possible. ernatives. 


your life as you see fit, 
defining your relationship 
with.or without Enchawa 
a as you chose, but we 
a would reserve the right to 
unobtrusive monitoring 
and would be at hand if 
anything happened. 


°° 
° 


. 


We wish to reward you and your | | (7 

family for your many services and 

sacrifices, including your completey} 
freedom from further obligation. 


| understand. 


The other is to join us, asa 
member and agent of the 
Corporate. That would 
include the full authority 
and access to all Enchawa 
rescources. You can 
largely define your own 
role, but you would be © 
expected to fulfill certain 
obligations too. 


: 
a 


I'll need to think about 
that for a while. 


Am | really ready ” 
to commit myself to , : 
Enchawa? 


: an 
Would it even 
be possiblefor me to 
re-establish myself in field or 
academic work? 


, And what will these 
damn nanites mean for 
me in the long run? 


Huh?! Is it you? 


Who else? Though getting 
through with the Confed tool in 
your system took some effort. 


. 


Honorables, to put it briefly, you are no 
longer welcome aboard my ship, and 
should consider yourselves under arrest. 


Umph! And I’ve got a self- 
destruct for the weapons and 
I’m not afraid to use it. 


What? There’s no? 


Your “guests” have been 
busy. | want to talk to 
you about things. 


You can’t do that! Confed and 
Enchawa have an agreement! 


And you violated it with 
your computer intrusion. 


But it only counts if it works, 
and I’ve dumped your tool and 
the self-destruct program. 


-uhm- You've got a I’m just getting ready to get 


Oh, Commander. meeting in half an hour. dressed. Wanna help? | 


ahp! No, commander! 


Is there anything in particular 


that we need to worry about? Nothing that 


\'m aware of. 


Yes, Commander. Uhm, 
it’s just that, well I’m still 
new here, and-uhm- | 
I've never been assigned 
to staff before, and - ulp - 
well, | just realized you're 
Danetti. 


Then relax! 


Well, academy-fresh first 
postings are survivable and 
your computer can help you 
through your tasks. 


And you're among Homeguard. 
who don't expect you to do 
anything right anyway. 


And don’t beleave everything you 
hear about Danetti. We don’t drag off 
all our junior officers into our orgies. 

Not even all the yummy ones. 


I'm glad we could all make it to our 
semi-monthly, inter-organizational 
co-ordination committee pre-meeting 


Pardon me, Commander. 
i’m your new system 
controller. 


Not to worry. | was 
part of the net, a 
monitoring program 
installed by those you 
refer to as the 
Creators. 


I’m not usurping any authority 
as it currently stands. However, 
- unlike the previous system 
Ve program, | intend to take an 
’ active role in affairs. And with 
that, | propose a new agenda 
for this meeting, to more 
clearly address preparations 
for the coming troubles. 


: | The station has acknowledged 
jj the IFF. It looks like we'll be able | 

to completely fake them with all 

the data we took from that ship. 


Excellent! Proceed 
as planned. 


Dashamont here. The 
Lieutenant is up on a rig. 
I'll patch you in. 


Engineering, how is 
»\\ your progress on our 
_| offensive potential? 


Yes, Captain.l’ve got one of the 
message torpedoes pretty 
much ready to go. 


The second one is more of a 
problem. 

It isn’t cooperating with the 

reassignment. |’ll likely have to 1 
gut out the computer. 
| can give it to you as a dumb 
attack or slaved weapon in a few 

hours, but if you want a fully 

operable ACV, it will take a 
couple more days. oma] 


Proceed with the more 
comprehensive effort for 
now, as our deception 
seems to have afforded 

us a respite. 


* 


Yes, Ashon-Tai, you are cleared iam 
for final approach in 40 hours. 


| Glad to get some 
more traffic. 


Yeah, other than message 
relays, things have been awtully 
slow with all the war worry. 


Until now, I’ve been a 
buried program in 
everyone’s net traffic. 


That ship’s communication 
stream is only an edited copy, 
without any of my tell-tales. 


Funny you should 
mention that. {’m your 
new system controller. 


(ll fill you in later on all my 
whats and hows, but right now, 
we have a problem. 


And how do we 
know that you’re 
not a subversive? 


Well, you’ve got less 
than 40 hours to 
figure that one out. 


You don’t want me Will you shut up?! It’s 


ef to help coordinate? about you that I’m getting 
_ . | everyone together. 


Micah, you monitor things 

here and I'll get the rest of 
Station security and the voll 
command staff together. : 


uhm - Ill tell them 
you're coming. 


I’m not going away, 
so you might as well 
get used to me. 


We'll see 
about that! 


To save you some time, I’m 
now hardwired into the 
system so well you’d have 


There is an unknown, likely 


to physically pull the entire ry, hostile ship coming in and no 
comm and processing (j 
circuitry of the entire real defense assets on hand. 
Station. 


And you’ve 


= 


got an idea 


Now let's get back ( 


to the real issue. )) 


Well, yes. But while I’m on 
that, we might as well get 
everyone together and make 
our introductions. 


Sir!? |, huh, the ship's 
computer seems to 
have locked up. 


Wi 4 
- 


Computer? Computer key set 
») alpha. uhm. Key code - ah- . 


4 That's - ahah! 
Here we go. 


’ Ohh Noo! 
Get ina suit! 


And by your own laws, 
plundering a non-combatant 
station would be in violation. 


Get in a suit now! 


But it’s a ship of war. 


i Bridge? This is 
What?! All Lt. Tankannahai - 


stations, Alert! 


ip 


. 


F 


wv ML 
ml 
is down too. Tye % 

\ 2 : , 

LIN \ 
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So - What are you 


going to do? 
: : | can’t allow 
enn you to take the 
Hi there. You're station. 
pretty good. 7 
=| me 1 
Can we still 


run the ship? 


CS Ca Gal Gal 


Sure, but you can’t get : 
aggressive with it. ae f; fi if Humph! You'd 


better talk ot the 


oh Kahi, we’re 
not in control! 


Greetings, Captain Bariaham. 
! am your new operating WHAT! ? What are you? Some 
system. nefarious program intent on 
usurping my authority and 
delivering us to our enemies? 


Hardly that. I’m here 
as a final gift from 
your creators. 


Mo Silas 


“ 9" 
Creators? So - What are my 


parameters? 


Only your own 
laws of war. 

Which doesn’t 
te include those 

Events have prompted me to assert special orders. 
myself, not to usurp your authority, 

[| but to discourage the suicidal excesses 


that this conflict may provoke. 


Or destroying 
1 that station. 


Yes, but you 
need not inflict 
civilian 
casualties. 


| have already disregarded 
the special orders. 


bf 


sda 

You have an|’: 
alternative? 
Butdeprivingthe] $$$ fmm 2 fo fT 
enemy of strategic 

resources is a 

fundamental 

process of war. 


| have a range 
of possibile 
approaches. 


Oh poop! Grey hair. 


I’m a new 


Computer, is this _ eta : 
jump-trauma- : Hae 4 version, now | 
related? i. ee your ship’s % 
Ny) operating — 
A AY system. Na 
Quite likely, ; 
Captain. af 


Yes. I’m taking an active 
role in events, in partnership 
with you and your crew. 

Right now, we 
should make our 
introductions to the 
rest of the crew. 


Vil bore you 
with all the 
details later. 


Everyone. This new A.|. has installed itself as 
We have a problem. the ship’s operating system and 
intends to be an active participant. 


It is part of a Net-wide program left 
over from the Creators that decided to 
assert itself in every system it inhabits. It isn’t taking over, but it isn’t a 

slave either, and has made it 
clear that it is not obedient to 
ConFed Central’s new agenda. 


So, we need to decide what 
our relationship to the.A.1. 
and ConFed Central will be. 


We can't easily rid 
| ourselves of the A.I. 
“| To remove it would 


To keep it would 
cripple our systems. 


mean we have a 
powerful new ally in 
any conflict. 


And as long as we are on patrol and away from 
direct ConFed Central or EDF Command, it 
would not be in conflict with our mission. 


But it will not submit to what it would consider 
unlawful orders, and contends that ConFed Central 


is now corrupted and effectively a criminal 
conspiracy, as are elements of EDF Command. 


I'll leave it to all of you to 
decide for yourself what 
you are willing to do. 


